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Best friends 
forever, and 
the day that 
changed it all 


Alan Robinson and Walter Macfarlane 


thought they knew everything about 
each other, but they were wrong. 


Wire service reports 


The two men had been best friends since the sixth grade, 
which for them was more than 60 years ago. 

So, you might say the Hawaii residents knew everything 
there was to know about each other over the course of that 
many decades. 

That, however, is where you would be very, very wrong. 

First, some background. 


Alan Robinson, 72, and Walter Macfarlane, 74: Mac- 
farlane was born in 1943 in Honolulu, still reeling from the 
aftermath of the attack on Pearl Harbor. Fifteen months 
later, Robinson was born, also in Honolulu. They met in 
sixth grade and went on to play football together at the 
Punahou School, a prestigious private high school on 
Oahu. “When we played for Punahou, we were both first 
string ... playing side by side,” Macfarlane said. Robinson 
was adopted and did know either parent. Macfarlane never 
knew his father. 


Family life: They sent their children to the same schools 
they attended and vacationed together. They would go skin 
diving and camping on Molokai. Now, it’s more like playing 
ferocious games of cribbage. 


And then one day, things changed: “It never crossed my 
mind,” Robinson said. 


Read their story on Page A4. 


Alan Robinson was given 
unexpected news not long 
before Christmas this year. 
“Yeah, it was (a) shock,” he 
says. 
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UO BASKETBALL 


Graves says NCAA 
probe a chance to learn 


PREP BASKETBALL 
West Linn rallies, 
Jefferson coasts to wins 


West Linn turns a halftime deficit into a 
25-point victory and Jefferson, looking 
like it’s ready to defend its state title, both 
get big wins on first day of Les Schwab 
Invitational. B1 


The coach of the high-flying women’s 
basketball team says he won’t let the 
NCAA investigation into possible 
infractions distract his team as it opens 
conference play. B1 


2017 OREGON NATURAL DISASTERS 


FIRE AND ICE: 
NATURE TAKES 
TOLL ON STATE 


The Eagle Creek wildfire garnered the most attention of the series of summer wildfires, including the much larger 
Chetco Bar fire. Genna Marin, seattlepi.com 


Major wildfires, record-setting heat and 
freezing weather all were experienced in 2017 


Kale Williams The Oregonian/OregonLive 


Nature took aim at humanity in 2017. Hurricanes, earthquakes, 
floods and wildfires all took huge tolls on countries around the globe 
and here in the United States. Oregon had its share, too. 

Here are the natural events, disastrous and otherwise, that shaped 
the Beaver State in 2017. 


JANUARY: A SNOWSTORM FOR THE AGES 

It didn’t take long for the first bit of inclement weather to wallop the 
Pacific Northwest. Less than two weeks into January, Oregon got hit 
with a snow storm the likes of which residents hadn’t seen since the 
mid-’90s. 

Over the course of two days, a foot of snow piled up in the metro area 
and even more fell across the state. 

The cold snap claimed the lives of four people in the Portland area, 
all of whom died of hypothermia or exposure, according to police. 
SEE DISASTERS, A4 


A major snowstorm wreaked havoc in Port- 
land in January, followed by below-freezing 
temperatures. Beth Nakamura, staff 
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